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consists of two violins, a large five-stringed guitar (Guitarron) and a
trumpet. The repertoire of the Mariachi band includes Mexican popular
songs, Corridas and Hua'pangos. These airs are called generically Sones
Mariachi, that is, Mariachi songs. The Mexican composer, Bias Galindo,
has written a symphonic score entitled Mariachi. Aaron Copland uses
the Mariachi type of harmony and tone color in his El Salon Mexico,
named after a once popular night club in Mexico City.

In a Mariachi band, the guitar player takes up the singing part, after
an instrumental introduction. The melody is apt to be a short musical
phrase repeated many times with slight variations. The singing line
runs in parallel thirds. This type of harmonization is particularly char-
acteristic of the Corrida.

Mexican Corrido (Mendo%a)

In the music history of the western hemisphere, Mexico holds the
chronological honor of being the country where the first book containing
musical notation was published. It was an Ordinary of the Mass, printed
in Mexico City in 1556. In 1604, a volume of Gregorian melodies was
printed in Mexico containing plainsong settings for the Office of Holy
Week. The compiler of the volume, Juan Navarro, has been erroneously
identified with the famous Spanish musician of the same name. However,
documentary evidence has been uncovered showing that the Spanish Juan
Navarro died in Palencia, Spain, on September 25, 1580, whereas the
licence for the publication of the Mexican volume was issued in 1601,
which proves the nonidentity of the two Navarros.

The first music school in Mexico was established by Pedro de Gante
(1480-1572), a Flemish musician and a cousin of Emperor Charles V.
He founded a chapel in the town of Texcoco in 1523 and taught ecclesi-
astical singing and musical notation. In 1527 he transferred his school
to Mexico City and gave instruction to the natives and to the sons of
Spanish officials in the art of instrumental and vocal music. The natives